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Security van 
armed heist 


THIEVES on a motorbike 
escaped with thousands of 
pounds after threatening a 
security guard with a knife. 

The Securicor driver was 
attacked at the Tesco petrol 
station in Sewardstone Road, 
Waltham Abbey. 

Two men on the stolen 
motorbike, which had false 
number plates, forced the victim 
to hand over tens of thousands 
of pounds. 

They rode off before dumping 
the bike nearby. 



• A MUM and son rubbed 
shoulders with royalty 
when they were both invited 
to Buckingham Palace. 
Margaret Bone and son Paul 
King were summoned for 
their very different volunteer 
work. 

Mrs Bone was nominated by 
the Burnham Bereavement 
Support Group and Mr King, 
for his work at Chelmsford 


Travellers weigh 


up move to plot 


in central Essex 
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TRAVELLERS from the noto- 
rious Dale Farm site could 
move north to an industrial 
site near Witham. 

Campaigners for the illegal 
site in Crays Hill, near 
Billericay, approached Basildon 
Council asking for its help to 
relocate some of the 86 fami- 
lies to land on the market in 
mid-Essex. 

Its now emerged the site 
being looked at is 3.3 acres off 
Preebornes Road. Witham, cur- 
rently marketed by Kemsley 
Property Consultants. 

It is on offer to buy or for 
long-term rent as the whole 
site, or in smaller plots. 

The travellers, who are set to 
be evicted after years of legal 
wrangling, have asked the 


□ Land in Witham up 
for sale or rent 

□ Offers of over £600k 
per acre sought 


council if it believes it is a 
suitable site to move several of 
the families and if so, will 
approach Braintree Council 
about the possibility 

A Basildon Council 
spokesman said: “The council 
has received correspondence 
from the Dale Farm Housing 
Association about a possible 
site in Witham and is investi- 
gating the matter." 

Witham mayor Barry Fleet 
said: “This is the first I’ve 
heard about it. The land there 
is for industrial use first and 
foremost and it is one of the 
prime industrial areas for 
Witham. I’m not sure any other 


use is appropriate. Whether it 
would be welcomed by the 
town council or Witham peo- 
ple, it is difficult to comment.” 

Sally Carpenter, of Witham 
Industrial Watch, added: “It’s 
completely inappropriate 
because it is an industrial 


area. 

"The only area that’s not 
industrial is the sewage works, 
and the industry runs from 
Freebournes Road right back 
to the other roads going 
around town.” 

Grattan Puxon, a campaigner 
for Dale Farm, said: “We have 
had confirmation from the 
Government that Basildon will 
be required to find land for 62 
pitches by 2011. 

“We would prefer these to be 
at Dale Farm, but by doing this 
we are showing we are making 
efforts to find an alternative in 
or outside the district.” 





